
From: Woolford, James
To: Levine, Carolyn
Cc: Gray, David; Kelly, Albert; Lyons, Troy; Ringel, Aaron; Richardson, RobinH; Grantham, Nancy; Stalcup, Dana;

Edlund, Carl
Subject: Re: House Energy and Commerce staff briefing request re: San Jacinto River Waste Pits site
Date: Tuesday, October 3, 2017 10:16:19 AM

We have a SF DD mtg the next 2 days in Philadelphia. 

  We are looking to have ROD next week to Administrator. 

Sent from my iPhone, please excuse spelling errors.

Thanks, Jim. 

On Oct 3, 2017, at 10:36 AM, Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> wrote:

Following up on David’s update to Hill staff below, HEC has requested a (bipartisan)
update on the San Jacinto Waste pits site protective cap issue. I understand there may
be a 4pm ET internal discussion today, so following that, please let me know if a call
with Hill staff is doable either later this afternoon, or more likely, tomorrow.
 
Thanks,
Carolyn
 
 
 
-------------------
Carolyn Levine
Office of Congressional and
      Intergovernmental Relations
U.S. EPA
(202) 564-1859
levine.carolyn@epa.gov

 

From: Gray, David 
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2017 8:02 PM
To: 'Kelly.Waterman@mail.house.gov'; 'jay_guerrero@cornyn.senate.gov';
'matthew_conner@cornyn.senate.gov'; 'Sergio.Espinosa@mail.house.gov'; Atcheson,
Laura (Cornyn) <Laura_Atcheson@cornyn.senate.gov>; Jackie.cohen@mail.house.gov;
Tina.richards@mail.house.gov; Ryan.seiger@mail.house.gov;
geoff.bowman@mail.house.gov; Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov;
Richard_russell@epw.senate.gov; Elizabeth_horner@epw.senate.gov;
Justin_Memmott@epw.senate.gov; Jason.gray@mail.house.gov;
Melissa_Zimmerman@appro.senate.gov; Chris_tomassi@appro.senate.gov;
tom.hassenboehler@mail.house.gov

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=9A70358E7660435CBE6AFA87B7B9B71B-WOOLFORD, JAMES
mailto:Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov
mailto:gray.david@epa.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=08576e43795149e5a3f9669726dd044c-Kelly, Albe
mailto:lyons.troy@epa.gov
mailto:ringel.aaron@epa.gov
mailto:Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov
mailto:Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov
mailto:Stalcup.Dana@epa.gov
mailto:edlund.carl@epa.gov
mailto:Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov
mailto:levine.carolyn@epa.gov
mailto:Kelly.Waterman@mail.house.gov
mailto:jay_guerrero@cornyn.senate.gov
mailto:matthew_conner@cornyn.senate.gov
mailto:Sergio.Espinosa@mail.house.gov
mailto:Laura_Atcheson@cornyn.senate.gov
mailto:Jackie.cohen@mail.house.gov
mailto:Tina.richards@mail.house.gov
mailto:Ryan.seiger@mail.house.gov
mailto:geoff.bowman@mail.house.gov
mailto:Michal_Freedhoff@epw.senate.gov
mailto:Richard_russell@epw.senate.gov
mailto:Elizabeth_horner@epw.senate.gov
mailto:Justin_Memmott@epw.senate.gov
mailto:Jason.gray@mail.house.gov
mailto:Melissa_Zimmerman@appro.senate.gov
mailto:Chris_tomassi@appro.senate.gov
mailto:tom.hassenboehler@mail.house.gov


Cc: Vela, Austin <Vela.Austin@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>;
Richardson, RobinH <Richardson.RobinH@epa.gov>; Palich, Christian
<palich.christian@epa.gov>; Ringel, Aaron <ringel.aaron@epa.gov>; Levine, Carolyn
<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; preston.corey@epa.gov
Subject: San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund Site Update 9/28/2017
 
EMBARGOED INFORMATION
 
All – EPA is releasing this information shortly. We wanted to share an advance
copy with you. Please do not release this information until you see our public
announcement. Thank you.
 
David Gray
Director
External and Government Affairs
EPA – Region 6, Dallas, Texas
 
 
EPA Statement – San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund Site Data
 
DALLAS – EPA is directing the potentially responsible parties of the San Jacinto
River Waste Pits Superfund Site in Texas to take immediate action to address
damage to the protective cap and high-levels of underlying waste material found
at one of the samples on site.  EPA received preliminary data from sediment
samples collected by EPA’s dive team from fourteen areas at the San Jacinto River
Waste Pits Superfund site. 
 
Samples from one of the fourteen areas confirmed the protective cap had been
damaged and the underlying waste material was exposed. The sample showed
dioxins at 70,000 ng/kg. EPA recommend clean up level for the site is 30 ng/kg. 
 
EPA has directed both International Paper and Industrial Maintenance
Corporation, the potentially responsible parties (PRPs) for the San Jacinto Waste
Pits Superfund site in Harris County, to conduct supplemental sampling to ensure
that the exposed waste material is isolated.  The dioxin in the waste material does
not dissolve easily in water but it can migrate further out into the surrounding
sediments.  The supplemental sampling will determine the extent, if any, of this
migration.
 
Initial repairs have already been taken at the damaged area where the protective
rock was missing. If necessary, EPA will direct additional visual dive operations to
check for displacement in the stone cover of the protective cap and more fully
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evaluate the cap for damage by Hurricane Harvey.
 
The PRPs developed an Operations, Monitoring, and Maintenance Plan under
Federal Order by the EPA and completed work to prevent wastes from continuing
to migrate to adjacent areas including the San Jacinto River in July 2011. The
Order allows the Agency to require additional measures and investigations
deemed necessary by the Agency from its periodic inspection of the protective
cap. EPA is exercising that authority today. EPA divers determined that additional
measures were necessary.
 
The PRP conducted similar repairs in December 2015.  EPA proposed long-term
remedy for the site has 150,000 cubic yards of waste removed and disposed of
offsite.
 
EPA will continue to provide updates about the status of the Superfund site, and
continue to work with the PRPs to ensure that risk to human health and the
environment is managed as best as possible.
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